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The Honorable Susan M. Collins 
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Joseph I. Liebetman 
706 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Collins and Senator Liebetman: 

I am writing about Senator Collins's comments today that indicate she believes it is 
unusual for congressional committees to receive testimony from individuals who work in the 
White House.' As you consider your investigative plan for calling witnesses to discuss 
Hurricane Katrina preparedness and response, I wanted to make sure you are aware that there is 
ample precedent in which congressional committees obtained testimony from White House 
officials. 

According to an October 6, 2004, report by the Congressional Research Service, 
precedent for congressional committees receiving testimony from presidential advisers dates 
back many years, involves a wide range of congressional committees, and includes top level 
White House  position^.^ I am attaching the CRS report, which contains a 14-page list of 
examples.' 

In the House Committee on Govenlment Reform alone, dozens of White House officials 
testified under oath during the Clinton Administration. The Conlnlittee deposed or took hearing 

' See Former FEMA Director Blames La. Oficialsfor Kntrirru Response Failures, 
washinytonpost.com (quoting Senator Collins as stating that "members of the president's staff 
'usually don't testify to Congress"') (Sept. 27, 2005). 

Congressional Research Service, Presidential Advisers ' Testimon?; Bgfop-e 
Congressiotzill Comnzittees: Ail Overview (Oct. 6,2004). 

' See id. at 7-2 1. 
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testimony from over 100 individuals who worked in the White House. These officials included 
the following top White House advisors: 

Erskine Bowles, Chief of Staff to the President 

Mack McLarty, Chief of Staff to the President 

John Podesta, Chief of Staff to the President 

Bruce Lindsey, Assistant to the President and Deputy Counsel to the President 

Harold Ickes, Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff 

Jack Quinn, Counsel to the President 

Charles Ruff, Counsel to the President 

Beth Nolan, Counsel to the President 

Bernard Nusshaum, Counsel to the President 

Roy Neel, Chief of Staff to the Vice President 

Margaret Williams, Chief of Staff to the First Lady and Assistant to the President 

Lanny Breuer, Special Counsel to the President 

Cheryl Mills, Deputy Counsel to the President 

Mark Lindsay, Assistant to the President for Management and Administration 

Douglas Sosnick, Assistant to the President and Director of Political Affairs 

John Emerson, Deputy Assistant to the President 

Bob Nash, Assistant to the President and Director of Presidential Personnel 

Marsha Scott, Deputy Director and Chief of Staff of Presidential Personnel 

I hope this information is helpful 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

Li bJ~*c-î 
L 
Henry A. Waxman 
Ranking Minority Member 


